
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



I8dd.] 



Review of New Publications. 



319 



jrolce of France.r-This topic of consola- 
jtion, sir, 1 havealso tried with my clients. 
But I have been again met vtiih their 
plaguy account books and dry details of 
profit and loss. Itiey tell me bluntly 
enough, " All these tine fancifes are notii- 
ing to us if ihey do not give us back our 
American market, which has by the 
grand measures of government been 
taken away. We ask back our traffic, 
— our buying and selling, pur liveli- 
hood. Vfc are plain men — merchants, 
manufacturers, and workmen — ^and we 
care not if one half of Europe never 
heard of the British Navy, lior knew 
there was such a thing as a shipT.-nay, 
jior kuew there wjis such a country as 
England — provided that half were con- 
sunling our produce and wearing our 
manufactures. Let the British Navy 
and name be as unknown in the heart 
pf Poland as it is in the desarts of 
Kamschatka— but, for pity's sake, 
give us back that trade, the sole 
means of our subsistence— ^tbe sole ob- 
ject of our desires — the only tl)ing ouf 
literal imaginations ever dream about." 
" Sir, I greatly fear, th^t dull as it 
may be, you iijust give these men 
some other answer to tlieir complaints 
than the lively and elegant ones which 
I have been alluding to. I strongly 
suspect you must, in order to sa^ 
tisfy the people, make out some c^se 
for the new mejisurps which shall be 
adapted to the grovelling capacities of 
the nine hundred and ninely-nine plain 
matter of fact men who inhabit the 
country, whatever flighty things j-ou 
may hear from the thousandth wit.— 
For ui}happily our customers qrj the 
continent have fallen under the do- 
minion of a matter of fact man, who 
works with stubborn tools, and won't 
suti'er his vassals to rebel for the sake 
of a point. He does not rule them by 
the love of sugar and coffee, and in- 
deed cares littie whether the interest- 
ing peasants ever see such things or no. 
//e does not leave them to form ideas 
of a French soldier, by raising the 
prices of goods, " in places where a 
soldier was never seen.''— He chains 
them with chains, and drives them on 
with bayonets — and sends half a mil- 
iion of strong men to execute his or- 
ders — and having done so, he troubles 
^imself but little what his vassals say 
about colonial produce— or what ordeis 



you issue from your cotincil, even if 
you should make them as int«lligiblc 
as his own." 

We trust that some of our readers 
will not be displeased with the length 
of these quotations. The 5ut>ject is 
important, and we fear many treat it 
too lightly. As in similar cases, some 
may 'suppose that America is of no 
further importance, than to be made 
subservient to our selfish interests. The 
haughtiness and seliishness of Bntaiu is 
a fa\ ourite theme on tlie continent of 
Europe, and turns the tide of popu- 
larity against us. Let us be wise iii 
time. America may be conciliated, 
but cannot for any great length of time 
be bullied by us. in our humble ca- 
pacities we wished to contribute our 
<5lForts to change the current of public 
opinion in favour of justice and sound 
policy. Popular feeling, properly di- 
rected and temperaffily urged, cannot 
fail to have some influence on the con- 
duct of Govepiment. In the beginning 
of the war with America, which endea 
in the ii)dependence of that country, 
the popular cry was in favour of co- 
ercion, and popular opinion differ- 
ently directed, produced the peace 
of 1783. We have raised our voice 
against recurring again to coercive mea- 
stires. Whether matters are already 
accommodated with America, or are 
in a train of heuig so speedily, it is dif- 
fi; ult to ascertain; l)ut even should a 
temporary accomriiodation take place, 
unless we cherish a spirit Qf peace 
towards theiri, no long time will elapse 
before mutual irritations may again 
arise. We trust, therefore, that our 
labour 'VfWl not be lost, in tl^us having 
devoted so mapy of our pages to the 
attemnt to promote a spirit of peace 
and reCQijcilialion, K. 

The Coltugen of Glenburnie, a Tate 

for the /•'armcr's Inglenook. By E- 

liiabtth Hamilton, Suo, 1 vol. p.p. 

408. Edinburgh, Baltantyne S/- Co. 

1803. 

TO review a bqofc which has al- 
ready passed through three large 
editions with universal approbation, 
may appear superfluous, yet several 
reasons induce us to undertake the 
task. Though the book in (|uestioa 
be written purposely for the improve- 
ment of the Scotch peasantry, yet iu 
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inaay points U will be found appli- 
cable to ourselves, and if it be again 
brought forwaid before the public 
eye For this purpose, ^nd held up in 
this particular point of view, as a 
means of introducing a system pf do- 
mestic economy auiong the lower 
plasses in this couniry, the investiga- 
tion of its ntferit;, thqugh but a repe- 
tition of the praisies it has already 
so deservedly pbtaipied, will not be 
without its yse. Jt piay be said that 
the majiujsrs qf thp pieasaiitry hpre, 
bear no cbnjparison yith tfcp high 
drawn picture .now before us ; and 
indeed, were a stranger who^e niin4 
ha'i been prepossessed lyith ;tprie« of 
Jrish filth and Irish laziness to travel 
into this cojintry, for the purpose 
of verifying the trutjj of thg charac- 
ter, if lie were fprtiinate enough to 
entef the country at this extremity, 
sail up Cairickfergus bay, land m 
Bel&st,' and pursue the jisual route 
of travellers tbrpugli Lisburn, he 
would ^t opce decid(5 that thp Pji- 
tioo had been fo})lly tnisrepresepted, 
and wonder at the strange prejudice 
©f fpreignei's, and the still stran^^r 
perversity « sp many wfifers of this 
fi.-ount^y who h^4 4welt (^n the un- 
pleasiiig theme. But on proceeding 
further, it must l^e confessed tl^t he 
would' find too mpch reason to re- 
tract his over jjasty opinion, he would 
see in many instances thai the scene's 
pf Glenburni^ were but ioo faithfully 
represented tu many p^ris of this 
kingdom. Let us n;;it xk accusi^d of 
want of patriotism in making" such 
an avowal. To see our o>wn faults^ 
and to endeavpi4r "tp amend them, \% 
real patriotKtn. • J}iiprovVt)ient' is a 
nation's blessing; a blessing ' whiph 
can never be duly appreciated 'uiidl 
we are conscious of our own wantSk 
And for this reason the writer appears 
to me much more deserving q\ Ms 
country's thanks, who with the can- 
dour and courage pf a true friend, 
points out its defects in hopes of 
applying a remedy, than 'lie who 
by lauciful high drawn pictures, flai- 
ters it into a false sentinieot of • i- 
<leal superiority ; or by incorrect re- 
presentations of its ancient state, leads 
us to sigh after a return of those 
days of splendour, and to prefer a re- 
lap^t: into former barbarism to au 



exertion at increased improvement 
This leads us to confess that another 
reason for undertaking the present 
review was that after having express- 
ed ourselves with such severe though 
necessary reprehension on a writer of 
ojir own country, we are glad to 
seize an excuse fqr holding up ano- 
ther countrywomM in the light she 
deserves as one who has really rais- 
ed the charactei of her country by 
her wWtipgs. Thus showing that though 
we " blame wheij we roust," we "ap- 
prove whene'er we can." In oux 
reviewing department we hi'VC been 
accused of severity and injustice ; of 
the fprme)* we have on(y to regret 
that so many occasioiis have beeti 
given us for ejcercising that unlovely 
duty ; of the latter, we refer our pi^? 
pers t^ the candid and unprejudiced, 
confjdept that they will.be found con- 
formable vyith the principle on which 
the review has been commeqced, and 
on whicji we.are detertnined to proceed, 
to give njerit its due, and place it m the 
piost favourable light, but when igno- 
rance or folly begins to h^ibble, boldr 
ly to employ the scoi(rge, and lash 
it into sense or silence. 

This novel, if jt sbopld bp classed 
|o a species of writing which it re- 
sembles Qtilv ip bein^ founded on 
Action, ekhibifs the simple story of 
a virtuous woman, who, profiting by 
the benefits of 'a religious education, 
has risen from 'the lowest rank of 
society ""to a situation of independence 
and coiri|>ara5ive affluence, and en- 
deavours .to inakp pie best and most 
acceptable retprn J:o the being from 
whqni she received these blessings, 
by making herself as useful to her 
fellow-creatures' as her means will' ad- 
mit. She is'' represented as retiring 
to spend the eyenipg of her life in 
a retired village ' in ijpotUnd, not ia 
indolence or self-Wfiuuation, but in 
tiie active exertions of her abilities 
in benefiting those around her; not 
in teaching, and jeavingtliem to pracT 
tice; but, in- enforcing by example 
as she instils b^ her words those vir7 
tues which are valuable in all ranks, 
but essentially necessary to the poor, 
that is, to the great mass of maukthd. 

The principal vice against which the 
censure of our author is directed, is 
indolence, which she clearly provesi 
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by a well coiiductecl inference, from 
circumstances ingeniously and simply 
wrouglit together, to be the parent 
of many others much greater. She 
l)egins by a general outline of the 
vilFage, but, as tjterne observes, linding 
hei-self lost and bewiUleved in the 
multitude of objects, she selects a 
single gronpe, and fixing tlie reader's 
attention on a single family, in their 
artless talc, clearly proves tlie induc- 
tion just now stated. 

The village of Glenburnie is thus 
described. 

" At length the village appeared in 
view. If consisted ot about twenty 
or thirty thatched cottages, which, 
but for their cbimueys, and the smoke 
that issued from tbeni, might have 
passed for so many stables or hogs- 
sties,- so little had they tu distinguish 
them as the abodes of man. That 
one horse, at least, was the inhabitant 
of every dwelling, there was no room 
to doubt, as every door could not 
only boast its dunghill, but had ^ 
small cart stuck up on end directly 
before it; which cart, though often 
broken, and always dirty, seemed 
osientatiously displayed as a proof 
of weahh. 

*' In the middle of the village stood 
the kirk, an humble edifice, which 
meekly raised its he&d but a few 
•legrees above the neighbouring houses. 
It was, however, graced by an orn<}- 
nient of peculiar beauty. 'Twp fine 
old ash trees, which grew at tlie 
past epd, spread their protecting arms 
over its lowly roof ; and served all the 
uses of a steeple and a beltry ; for on 
one of the lottiiest of these brandies was 
the bell suspended, which, on each re- 
turning Sabbath, 

<' Rang the blest summons to the house 
" of God." 

♦• On the other side of the church-yard 
stood the Manse, distinguished from 
the- other houses in the village, by a 
sash-window on each side of the <k>or, 
and garret windows above ; wliich 
shows that two doors were, or might be 
inhabited ; for in truth the house had 
such ^sombre air, that Mrs. Mason, in 
passing, concluded it to be descried." 

The farmer's house and garden is 
then picturesquely described, 

" It must be confessed, that the as- 
pect of tli« dwelling, where she was to 



fix her residence, was by no means invit- 
ing. The walls were substantial, built, 
like the houses in the village, of stone 
and lime ; but tliey were blackened 
by the mud which the cart-wheels had 
spattered irom the ruts in winter; and 
on one side of the door, completely 
covered from view by the contents of 
a great dunghill. On the other, and 
directly under the ftindow, was a 
squashy pool, formed by the dirty 
water thrown from the house, and iu 
it about twenty young ducks were at 
this time dahbhug. 

" At the thrcrihold of the door, 
room had been left for a paving-stone, 
but it bad never been laid ; and con- 
sequently the place became too low, to 
the grea't advantage of the younger 
ducklings, who always found in it a 
plentiful supply of water, iu whicli 
they could swim without danger. Hap- 
pily Mr. Stewart was provided with 
boots, so that he could take a tirm 
step in it, while he lifted Mis. Mason, 
and set her down in safety within the 
threshold. But there an unforeseen 
danger awifited her, for the great whey 
pot had stood since morning, when the 
cheese had been made ; and was at 
the present raoiiient filled with chick- 
ens, who were busily picking at the 
lilts of curd which had hardened on 
the sides, and cruelly mocked their 
wishes. Over this ^lr. Stewart and 
Mi's. Mason unfortunately stumbled. 
The pot vvas overturned, and t^e chick- 
ffns cackling with hideous din, tlew 
about in all directions, some over their 
heads, a;id others flaking their way 
])y the pallin (gr inner door) into the 
hoiise, 

" 't'hp accident was attended with 
no farther b^d consequences thjin ji 
little byrt uppu the shins: and all 
jlur partv were now assemble^ in tlie 
kitchen; but though they found the 
doors of the hoijse open, they saw no 
appearance ii( any inhabitants. 

" By ihe help of Mias Mary's arm, 
Mrs. Maijpn got out ii)to the open air, 
and gladly assented to her fifend's 
proposal of taking a view of the gai- 
den, which lay at the back of the 
house. On going to the wicket by 
which it entered, tliey foimd it broken, 
so that ttity were obliged to wait until 
the stake which propped it was r^ 
moved : uor was Uiis the only d.flicuUy 
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♦hey had to encmmter; the path, which 
was very narrow, was damp, by sip- 
pings from the dirty pool; iaA on- each 
side of it, iHe ground immediately 
rose, and ihe docks and nettles which 
covered it, consequently grew m high, 
that they had no aUernat'ive but to walk 
sideways, or to separate. 

" \ e'll see a boiniy garden if ye 
gang on," siid Mrs. MacClarty ; " my 
son's unco proud o't" 

" 1 wonder your son can let these 
weeds grow here so ranic," said Miss 
Mary ; " 1 think, if be is proud of 
the garden, lie sfioukl take some 
pains to make the entrance to it 
passage ?" 

" O, it does weel eneugh for us," 
retiwned the contented: mother. " But 
saw ye ever sic tine southern wood i 
ot sil- a beS o' thylhe ? we have twa 
rose buslies <iawn yoiider toio, but we 
canna get at thens lot the netties. My 
son gets to then* -by speermg Ihe wa , 
l>ut he wottid do any thing for flowers; 
His father's often 4»gry at the time 
he spends on tneia/' 

" Yoor husband tbea has not much 
taste for the garden, I suppose," saio 
Airs. .Mason; "and ind^eii so it ^ 
pears, for here is ground enough to 
supply a large family with iruit and 
vegetables all the ye'ir round ; but I 
see scarcely any thing but caWsiges and 
weeds," 

" N'a, na,- we hai'esome leeks too," 
said Mrs. i&lacClarty, " and green kail 
in winter in plenty. We dinna pretend 
to kickshaws; green kaH's guile eneugh 
for lis.'' 

" But," said Miss Mary, " any one 
may pretend to what they can produce 
by tlieir ovrn labour. Were your chil- 
<ti'eii to dress and weed this garden, 
there might be a pretty walk; there, 
you miglvt have a. plot of green pease, 
there, another of beans, and under your 
windo%v vou might have a nice border 
of tiowers to regale you with their 
sweet smell. They might do this too 
at very iittle trouble." 

" Ay, but they canna be fashed," 
said Mrs.MacClarty; "and it does just 
weel eneugh." 

ihe inhabitants are such as may 
be expected in such a dwelling, the 
parents not devoid either of sense or 
industry, but inc.vpable through indo- 
^nce of giving these c;ual tics their 



proper direction. The children idle, 
sullen, and self willed. Mrs. MtLsoii, 
after many vain endeavours to over- 
com<! their obstinacy, is ^t length 
foiled to quit the farnjy, and" removes 
to a neighbouring |Cplt3'ge> which 
though poor.contijiiw 'i'*'.'t the genu 
of improvement. , flere s|ie begips 
to, execute a plan that nad sug|^^t- 
ed itself to her oq bci' fir»t arrival, 
of incredsipg the happiness of tjie 
whole' village, . ty retbrming, tlieir 
habits. Seconded by the village pas- 
tor and her hosts* she proceeds with 
success becauisesbe acts with system 
and moderation. Xhe.old fashioned 
prejudices are at length ^nkdicated, and 
we are present^ towards the con. 
elusion with the, follp^'ipg p'^^inff 
pro5jj?ct of the ylflaige ' in its statfe of 
lutprdveoaent. ' . '. , 

" Oiis ^ikiflcindiealiaattf a ebange 
of smitiment in tbrtnost; sturdy stickler 
for the ^ude,,(mld gmu, foreboded the 
improvensentj) thittwcre tpeedity to take 
y\i^ in tiae village oi Glcnbumie. 
i'hf«e h»d tbcir origin in the spirit 
of eittulatiiaa tkciled among the elder 
school-boys^ for the external a|i|>ear> 
ance of their respective homes. The 
girls exerted themselves with no less- 
activity, to eifect a reforoMtian Within 
doors ; and so successful were they in 
their respective operatiuns, tlixt by the 
tinte tlie fe^rl ot Lcnglands came to 
take possession, of Hill Ca»tle, when 
he, accompanied by his two sisters, 
came to visit Mrs. Mason at Glen> 
burnie, tl)« village presented such a 
picture of neatness and comfort, as ex- 
celled all that in the course of their 
travels tliey had seen. 1 he carts which 
u-ied formerly to be stuck up on end 
before every door, were now placed in 
wattled slieds attaclted to the gable end 
of the dwelling, ajiil which were ren- 
dered ornamental from tlieir coverings 
of hoiiey-stickle or ivy. The bright 
and clear glass of the windows, was 
seen to advantage peeping through 
the foliage of the rose trees, and other 
flowering shrubs that were trimly nailed 
against the walls. The gardens on the 
otiier side were kept with equal care. 
Tlvere the pot-herb flourished. There 
tile goodly rows of bee-hives evinced 
the atlditional nourishment afTordetl 
tlieir iuhabit^iits, aud showed that tUii 
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flowen were of othtr Use besides re- 
galing the sight or smell. 

" Mrs. Mason, at the request of her' 
noble benefactress, conducted them into 
several of the cottages, where, tnerCiy 
from the attention paid to neatness, all 
had the air of cheeifulness and content- 
ment. She Was no less pleased than 
were the cottagers at the expressions of 
approbation which were liberally be- 
stowed by her admiring friends ; who 
particularly noticed the dress of the 
young women, which, equally removed 
from the slovenliness in which so many 
indulge oh the working days, as from 
the absurd and preposterous attempt 
at fashion, which is on Sundays so 
generally assumedt was remarkable for 
neatness and simplicity. Great as was 
Mrs. Mason's attachment to the family 
of Longlands, she would not consent 
to relinquish her employment, and go 
to reside at Castle Wll, as they proposed 
she should immediately do. She con- 
tinued for some years to give her as- 
sistance to Morrison in conducting the 
school, which was now increased by 
scholars from all parts of the country ; 
and wsiS amply repaid for her kin^lntss 
by the undeviating gratitude of the 
the worthy couple, from whom she 
experienced a constant increase of 
friendship and affection. 

" ITie happy effects of their joint 
efforts in improving the hearts and 
dispositions of the youth of both sexes, 
dnd in confirming them in habits of 
industry and virttie, were so fully dis- 
played, as to afford the greatest sa- 
tisfaction to their uislructors. To have 
been educated at the school of <jlen- 
burnie was considered as an ample re- 
commendation to a servant, and im. 
plied a security for truth, diligence, and 
honesty. And for tunate was the lad 
pronounced, whose bride could boast 
of Mrs. Mason's &vour and appro- 
bation ; for never did these fail to be 
followed by a conduct, that insured 
hairiness and prosperity.'' 

Should any one wish to know how 
this extraordinary reform was accofrt- 
plished, wfe refer nim to the book itself. 
Conscious that tlie" extracts we could 
make would convey but a &int idea of 
Its merits, and deprive the inquirer of 
fto small degree of rational pleasure. 



But it is not by instilling habits of 
cleanliness and industry in the lower 
orders, that this book may be useful. 
}t shows that any person, however 
humble his original station, may rise 
to respectability and independence, by 
the practice of tljose virtues, the exer- 
cise of which is within every body's 
reach. Mrs. Masor., contrary to tli<; 
established rule in all novels, is no 
where described as possessing any ex- 
traordinary qualifications. W e are not 
told of her age, hersize, looks, colour of 
her hair, or any circumstance to excite 
our interest. If we may guess fronj 
the efl'ects excited on her first appeatt- 
an'ce, they appear to be rather unfa- 
vourable ; yet there are few who when 
they have closed this little memoir, do 
not wish to be better acquainted with 
her. We wish she had taken a trip to 
Ireland: here she would have found 
much to improve, and much inclina- 
tion for improvement. Perliaps her 
native country may yet be the subject 
of this amiable author's specalations. 
'I ill that time we would intimate to her 
the idea of rendering the present per- 
formance mofe generally known in the 
classes where alone it can be useful, by 
feducing it to the capacity of theii' 
purses. It would be unjust to propose 
what might diminish the well- 
merited profits of this *ork; but 
When the public curiosity is fully gra'^ 
titled by it in its present shape, we 
would strongly recommend the publi- 
cation of a cheap edition tor this special 
purpose, 'ihe rich frequently wish 
to better the condition of the lower 
classes, but they seldom undertake 
the affair the flight way. They either 
Stop short too soon, or go too far ; and 
their advances are too often met with 
suspicious caution. We do not pre- 
tend to investigate the causes of this at 
present; but shall conclude will! the 
observation, founded on long experi- 
ence, that as vice has always a pio- 
gressive increase downwards, fioni the 
tich to the poor, so every iniprovtnieii; 
in the morals of the people has taken 
the contrary direction, originating with 
the poofer, and gradually extending 
upwards, until it caught the higher 
classes, and forced them by aa 
irresistible impulse to yield to the ge- 
neral current, ' Q- 



